SOME ACCIDENTALS  OF THE CHURCH
Education of the Province of Posen. He was a
bearded, spectacled man of a pronounced old-
fashioned professorial type. Honest, diligent, a
sincere and indeed rigid Catholic, and possessed,
I should say, of the imagination of a bullock,
he impressed on me a great regard for his
character, but also a conviction that any Slav
would wish to kill him after an hour's ac-
quaintance. During the same tour I was
assured by a German prelate, who seemed by no
means of an intolerant disposition, that it was
very difficult to get the Polish clergy to take a
proper interest in the minority of German
Catholic children, while I have been told that
in Westphalia the Polish immigrants show the
utmost repugnance to the ministrations of
German priests. Between the Teuton and the
Slav there is a greater gulf fixed than between
the Saxon and the Celt, and religion does not
bridge it, So is it in some measure everywhere,
for better or for worse, where race or nationality
are the dividing factors.
I say for better or for worse because this
breakdown of religion as a binding factor in
international politics does not in practice work
wholly for evil. When the expression " the
Catholic Powers " meant something real there
were obvious reactions in non-Catholic countries.
The last acute persecution of Catholics in Eng-
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